
WordPress as a CMS



WordPress as a CMS
Using arguably the best blogging 

software in the world for 
something other than a blog



CMS
=

Content
Management

System



Why a CMS?



Separation
of

code and content





“[Take] part in everyday 
conversations in an unforced 
way, where your values and your 
religious beliefs will arise 
naturally. No one likes to have 
religion thrust down their 
throats. Instead, allow people to 
see how your beliefs lift and 
shape your life for the better.”

Elder M. Russell Ballard







Blacklds.org



40 websites migrated from 
Dreamweaver to WordPress



WordPress for new websites



Why WordPress?

• Easy to use

• Very extensible

• Excellent community

• Chosen over Drupal, Joomla, or custom 
development



Decisions



Posts

• Permalinks with a “date” structure 

• RSS

• Offline blog editors



Pages

• Parent/child relationships (sub pages)

• No RSS

• No (few?) offline blog writers



Content

All pages?

Half pages / half posts?

Mostly posts?



Navigation

Manual linking?

Rolling content?

Automattic menus?



Comments

On?

Off?



all pages + manual linking 

http://www.bookofmormonresearch.org/
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half / half + manual linking

http://www.blacklds.org/
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half / half + automatic menus

http://mountainmeadowsmassacre.org/
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half / half

http://www.andyroddick.com/
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mostly posts

http://autoshows.ford.com/
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mostly posts + rolling content

http://particletree.com/
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mostly posts

http://allthingsd.com/
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How do I migrate my existing 
website?



Use MovableType format

http://www.sixapart.com/movabletype/docs/mtimport
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Copy template code to theme



Training

• Show them how with a screencast

• Explain issues like pasting from Microsoft 
Word



Wishlist

• Automated deployment of themes, plugins, 
and Google Analytics

• HTML tidiness

• Embedded videos on unprivileged accounts

• Tools for translating



Extensibility: custom themes

http://www.mormonsbelieve.org/
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Extensibility: custom forms

http://www.mormonbloggers.com/wp-register.php
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Extensibility: Q&A’s

http://www.askgramps.org/
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richardkmiller.com
richardkmiller@gmail.com
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